






 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report 2021 

Blessed Homes Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 2 1  | 2 

 

มูลนิธิบ้านรบัพร ( Blessed Homes Foundation ) องค์กรสาธารณประโยชน์ 
http://blessedhomes.org    โทร 095-4508437 

Preface 

The report about the activity of Blessed Homes Foundation (BHF), Thailand, 

was prepared for officials and interested parties to know more about the mission 

of BHF and its operations within Thailand in 202 0 . BHF sees the value of safe 

shelter. Our operations focus on providing children and youth in the care of the 

Foundation with shelter and security while encouraging good education and life-

skills for a successful transition to independent living in adulthood. The shelters 

give the children a sense of belonging in a family, finding loving solutions to 

problems in a timely manner. It is BHF’s desire that the children and youth will 

be able to establish a future home for themselves with love, warmth, and strong 

relationships among family/household members.  In addition, BHF promotes 

health and hygiene for all children and youth.   

The Blessed Homes Foundation operates shelters in four locations: 

1. Blessed Homes, Nong Bua (NB), located at Mae Usu Sub-district, Tha 

Song Yang District 

2. Blessed Homes Mae Ook Hu (MOH), located at Valley Sub-district, Phop 

Phra District 

3. Blessed Homes Huay Nam Khun ( HNK), located at Maha Wan Sub-

district, Mae Sot District 

4. Blessed Homes Hua Fai (HF), located at Phra That Pha Daeng Subdistrict, 

Mae Sot District 

          All four shelters are located in Tak province. Each shelter has the same 

fundamental rules and provides activities for children to do together, both in the 

home/Foundation and in conjunction with various local organizations. 

          BHF hopes that this report will be useful to all who read it. Lastly, we 

apologize in advance if this report from BHF has any mistakes or errors. 
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Background 

Tak province, Thailand, has a western border with Myanmar. In the 5 

border districts of Tha Song Yang, Mae Ramat, Mae Sot, Phop Phra and Um 

Phang, of Tak province, there are many children and youth suffering from 

abandonment, abuse, or maltreatment from their parents/caretakers. Many 

families lack the resources to properly care for children and many children do not 

have access to education. The area has a large population of undocumented 

people whose rights are often violated; human trafficking occurs frequently 

among this population. Thailand bears an enormous burden due to its land border 

with Myanmar, with many Myanmar people crossing the border to receive help. 

International organizations and Thai foundations can empower Myanmar people 

to be able to help themselves and become self-reliant, not dependent on 

neighboring countries. Strong communities along the border make it safer for 

people at risk of personal exploitation. 

General Information  

The Foundation is named “Ban Rubphon,” abbreviated as BRP, and the 

English name is “BLESSED HOMES FOUNDATION,” abbreviated BHF. 

The logo of the Foundation consists of bamboo ladder and woven bamboo 

walls in a circle. In the local Karen language, the word hee poh hkaw poh means 

family. The word hee poh hkaw poh is composed of two words, hee poh, meaning 

little house, and hkaw poh meaning small ladder/stairs. The circular shape 

consists of woven bamboo used by traditional Karen people to make their house, 

including the ladder up to the structure and the bamboo walls of the home. The 

Foundation supports programs that give a literal shelter to children and youth 

while also offering the human support usually provided by family. On the right 

side, there is the English text “BLESSED HOMES FOUNDATION” and on the 

lower right, there is the Thai text “Mulanitee (Foundation) Ban Rubphon” as 

shown in the picture below. 

 

 

 

Blessed Homes Foundation is located at 332 Moo 2 Ban Hua Fai, Tambon Phra 

That Pa Daeng, Mae Sot district, Tak province, 63110. 
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Blessed Homes Foundation 

Board of Directors 2021 
 

    

Stephanie Nicole Melachrinos 
Chairperson 

Jeerasak Raraun 
Vice Chairperson 

Ole-Jørgen Edna 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Watcharapon Kukaewkasen 
Committee Member 

 

Office Staff  

    

Irada Ruaenranyot 
Bookkeeper 

Poe Sae 
Case Manager 

Say Mue Phaw 
Case Manager 

Tidarat Phongchueangoen 
School Liaison 

 

Head Staff  

    

Yako 
Nong Bua 

Mali Kunthamphana 
Mae Ook Hu 

Ta Lae 
Huay Nam Khun 

Naw Si Si 
Hua Fai 

 

Foreign Volunteers  

  

 

Stephanie Nicole Melachrinos Ole-Jørgen Edna Gjertrud Ekre 
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Mission  

Blessed Homes Foundation wants to see children who have a hope for the 

future and courage to act on their dreams. BHF works with children whose 

families are not able to provide for them. Some are orphans while others are 

affected by abuse and neglect. At the four shelters, BHF wants each child to grow 

up in a safe and loving environment with the opportunity for education and play. 

Children in the care of the Foundation are enrolled in local schools, receive basic 

healthcare, and are active in the village life. As children grow up, BHF supports 

them in the transition to a more independent adult life. BHF also works together 

with other foundations to strengthen the local capacity in understanding children 

affected by abuse. 

 

Objectives  

1. Support and work with local agencies to provide safe housing for 

children and young people, especially those affected by harassment, neglect, or 

other mistreatments.  

2. Promote and support education for children and youth. 

3. Support children and young people in the transition to independent adult 

life. 

4. Strengthen local capacity in understanding children affected by abuse. 

5. Carry out activities for public benefit and cooperate with other 

foundations, both domestically and internationally. 

6. Operate or cooperate with other foundations for the benefit of the public. 

7. Abstain from all political affiliations. 
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Part 2  

Implementation of Key Projects  

in 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 2 1  | 9 

 

มูลนิธิบ้านรบัพร ( Blessed Homes Foundation ) องค์กรสาธารณประโยชน์ 
http://blessedhomes.org    โทร 095-4508437 

Projects of the Foundation 
 

BHF operates four group homes/shelters for children and youth: 

Blessed Homes Nong Bua (NB), located in Tha Song Yang District, Tak  

 (4 staff and 15 children/youth) 

Blessed Homes Mae Ook Hu (MOH), located in Phop Phra District, Tak 

 (5 staff and 18 children/youth) 

Blessed Homes Huai Nam Khun (HNK), located in Mae Sot District, Tak 

 (4 staff and 20 children/youth) 

Blessed Homes Hua Fai (HF), located in Mae Sot District, Tak 

 (4 staff and 13 children/youth) 

In 2021, BHF supported 15 youth who lived off-site from BHF (at school 

dorms in the region) in order to continue their education. BHF also employed 4 

office staff (non-residential, non-caretakers) and 3 foreign volunteers worked at 

BHF in education, healthcare, and administration.  

1. Providing structure and training at homes (shelters): 

- Roles and duties of caretakers at the homes 

- Positive and familial relationships of children and youth living 

together  

- Clear rules and expectations with an emphasis on child development 

and the rights of children 

- Appropriate consequences for children and youth who violate rules 

2. Focusing on education: Every child and youth is encouraged and 

supported to go to school. Depending on age, past schooling, and location, 

they may attend kindergarten, primary, or secondary programs at Thai 

schools or migrant learning centers. Children are also encouraged to 

develop their skills and talents in other extra-curricular activities and 

hobbies such as art, music, and sport. During periods of school cancelation 

or home-based learning, staff provided additional instruction in non-

academic studies such as weaving, crocheting, gardening, cooking, and 

guitar. 
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3. Importance of health and hygiene: All children are tracked with 

quarterly measurement of weight and height and timely vaccinations. 

Caretakers record when children are sick or not feeling well. Visits to 

clinics or hospitals are documented and kept as records by the office staff. 

In 2021, this included tracking COVID-19 cases and vaccinations for all 

children, youth, and staff. BHF pursued multiple venues for vaccination 

regardless of ID situation of individuals. BHF office team also prepared 

and taught a seminar at the Nong Bua home focused on drugs and substance 

abuse as part of health education and responsible decision-making for the 

children and youth. Other trainings will occur in 2022. 

 

4. Additional experiences: BHF encourages children and youth to 

participate in activities with local organizations. This builds good 

relationships while providing children and youth with new experiences 

such as local sports activities, folk performances, and various camps. For 

a second year, these gatherings were limited due to COVID-19 restrictions 

but BHF joined as deemed appropriate given public health and COVID-19 

outbreaks throughout the year. 

 

Secondary Projects and Activities 

5. Higher Education: For youth from the foundation who have completed 

basic education, BHF supports them with the opportunity to further their 

studies in higher education or professional studies. This year, one student 

graduated with a bachelors’ degree in “English Teaching” from the 

department of Humanities and Social Sciences at Kamphaeng Phet 

Rajabhat University. Another 7 youth began post-secondary studies at 

Wilay Technical College in Mae Sot, Thoo Mweh Khee Migrant Learning 

Center in Phop Phra, and Christ’s Body Fellowship Training Center in 

Nong Bua, Tha Song Yang.  

 

6. Child Safeguarding Continual Improvement: In 2021, BHF office team 

members revisited and revised the BHF Child Safeguarding policy. While 

the previous policy was only written in English, the updated policy was 

translated into Thai and Sgaw Karen. The office team went to each location 

to provide training to caretakers on the updated policy. All staff signed the 
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newly written Code of Conduct. The office team also designed a trilingual 

poster about Safe Touch, now on display at each home, as a follow up to 

the Safe Touch trainings conducted with the children and youth in 2020. 

 

7. School Break Camp: BHF organized a four-week educational and activity 

camp in partnership with Global Advance Projects (Huay Bong, Mae 

Ramat District) during the Thai school holiday in April 2021. Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions, the camp was held as three small camps in Nong 

Bua, Mae Ook Hu, and Huay Bong. Fifteen young adults from the 

foundation and other local organizations were hired to lead the camp 

programs in activities, games, and academic instruction including classes 

in English, Thai, Burmese, and native language literacy (Sgaw 

Karen).  Fifty-two children participated in the summer camp. A fourth 

location, Huay Nam Khun, was the site of a special construction skills 

training program. Two local builders instructed 8 youth from BHF in 

construction basics. During the 3-week program, they constructed a metal 

fence, a concrete wall, and a carport as part of facilities improvements to 

our Huay Nam Khun home.  

 

8. Christmas Festival: Due to COVID-19, BHF was unable to host its annual 

Christmas celebration at the home in Hua Fai. For the second year in a row, 

each location planned their own small-scale celebration. The children, 

youth, and staff received their annual Christmas present. This year’s gift 

was a BHF jacket.  
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Part 3  

Financial Statement 
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Appendix (Activity image) 

Nong Bua Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nong Bua Academy 

students dressed and ready 

to attend in-person classes. 

 

Due to COVID-19 

shutdowns and home-based 

learning, youth had extra time 

to devote to extra-curriculars 

such as learning to weave with 

traditional backstrap looms. 

 

BHF children and youth 

participated in substance abuse 

training taught by the BHF 

office team. 
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Mae Ook Hu Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BHF President visited with 

the assistant village leader in 

Nong Bua village to thank him 

for his service. 

 

Primary school graduates 

took school ID photos and 

registered for secondary school 

in Phop Phra. 
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Due to COVID-19, 

students had home-based 

learning for many months of 

2021. 

 

 

Youth and staff joined 

with the community to 

upgrade the water source for 

this part of the village. 

 

Children, youth, and 

staff cooked together at 

the home in Mae Ook Hu. 
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Huay Nam Khun Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together with the church, 

BHF celebrated 10 years of 

providing a children’s shelter in 

Huay Nam Khun. 

 

Due to COVID-19 

shutdowns and home-based 

learning, youth had extra 

time to devote to extra-

curriculars such as learning 

to play the guitar. 

 

Youth cleaned the compound 

together in Huay Nam Khun.  
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Hua Fai Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office staff and Huay Nam 

Khun staff meet with parents, local 

leaders, and school leaders from 

Lampang for the out-placement of a 

student. 

Staff conducted special 

language instruction during times 

of home-based learning in 2021. 

 

Staff met with former BHF 

youth, now living independently, 

to encourage and support in their 

families. 
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Youth and staff from Hua Fai 

proudly showed their COVID-19 

vaccination certificates. 

 

Youth, staff, and neighbors 

worked together to harvest rice. 
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Higher Education 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Namphon for completing her bachelors’ in English 

Education from Kamphaeng Phet Rajabhat University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

the youth of BHF who 

graduated from grade 12 

in Phop Phra and began 

their studies in Mae Sot at 

Wilay Technical College 

in 2022. 
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Child Safeguarding Continual Improvement 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The office team traveled to 

Nong Bua, Mae Ook Hu, and Huay 

Nam Khun to provide training in the 

updated Child Safeguarding Policy. 

Caretakers from Hua Fai joined for 

the Huay Nam Khun program. The 

office team also designed a 

trilingual poster on Safe Touch as a 

follow up to 2020 trainings with the 

children and youth. The poster is on 

display at each home. 
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Staff Trainings and Meetings 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BHF office team meets weekly and travels each home once 

a month. In addition, the head staff and office team have a joint meeting 

every 4-8 weeks. Due to COVID-19, these meetings were virtual for 

part of the year. BHF also received visitors from government agencies 

including the Ministry of Public Health. 
 

 

School Break Camp 
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Children and youth participated in a 4-week school break camp 

spread across 3 locations. 

 

School Break Construction Skills Camp 
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Christmas Celebrations 

 

        

 

         
 

Eight youth participated 

in a 3-week school break 

construction skills camp at 

Huay Nam Khun. 
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Due to COVID-19 restrictions, BHF was not allowed to gather in 

one location for a large Christmas festival. Each home had their own 

small celebrations on-site with games, songs, dances, competitions, 

special food, and BHF jackets for all. 
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